ABOUT NIKHIL

VIDWAN NIKHIL V. KUMSI WAS BORN ON FEBRUARY 25, 1989,
IN KUNDAPUR TO SHRI VIJENDRA R. KUMSI AND SMT.
CHANDRAKALA B. FROM CHILDHOOD, HE DISPLAYED A DEEP
PASSION FOR MUSIC, AND HIS PARENTS ENCOURAGED HIS
PURSUIT OF THE TABLA. HE INITIALLY TRAINED UNDER PANDIT
BHASKAR V. HEGDE MUTTIGE, WHO BELONGS TO THE
MULTIGENERATIONAL DISCIPLESHIP OF PANDIT MOHAN
HEGDE HUNASIKOPPA, HIMSELF A DISCIPLE OF THE GREAT
PANDIT B. S. BENDIGERI OF THE DELHI GHARANA.

ON THE OTHER SIDE OF HIS TRAINING, NIKHIL BECAME A
DISCIPLE OF PANDIT MADIWALAYYA SALI HUMNABAD, A
FOREMOST DISCIPLE OF PANDIT K. S. HADAPADA, WHO IN
TURN WAS THE DISCIPLE OF THE LEGENDARY PANDIT
ANOKHILAL MISHRA, CELEBRATED AS A MAGICIAN OF THE
BANARAS GHARANA.

HE ALSO HAD THE OPPORTUNITY TO REFINE HIS SKILLS AT THE
HINDUSTANI CLASSICAL MUSIC TABLA VIDYALAYA, UNDER THE
GUIDANCE OF THE ESTEEMED PANDIT RAJARAM SORAB. LATER,
HE CONTINUED HIS ADVANCED TRAINING UNDER DR. UDAY RAJ
KARPUR, A DISTINGUISHED TABLA PLAYER FROM BANGALORE.

NIKHIL SUCCESSFULLY COMPLETED THE HINDUSTANI
PERCUSSION EXAMINATIONS CONDUCTED BY THE KARNATAKA
SECONDARY EDUCATION EXAMINATION BOARD, INCLUDING
JUNIOR, SENIOR, PRE VIDWAT, AND VIDWAT EXAMINATIONS. IN
MAY 2009, HE SECURED FIRST RANK IN KARNATAKA STATE IN THE
FINAL VIDWAT ALL-INSTRUMENTAL EXAMINATION, BRINGING
PRIDE TO HIS GURUS AND HIS BIRTHPLACE.



OVER THE YEARS, HE HAS SHARED THE STAGE WITH MANY
RENOWNED ARTISTS, PARTICIPATED IN LAYAVADYA ENSEMBLES
(SUCH AS TABLA TARANG, AVANADDHA, AND TABLA JENKARA)
AND CONTRIBUTED TO DRAMA PRODUCTIONS AT NINASAM AND
RANGAYANA. HE HAS ALSO BEEN PART OF BHAGAVAD GITA
SINGING PLATFORMS IN HIS UNIQUE STYLE. NIKHIL HAS
PERFORMED AT PRESTIGIOUS FESTIVALS AND EVENTS SUCH AS
ALVA’S NUDISIRI, MYSORE DASARA, SAHITYA SAMMELANA,
KADAMBOTSAVA, KARAVALI UTSAV, SADGURU HINDUSTANI
CLASSICAL MUSIC VEDIKE, MANGALORE MUSIC FESTIVAL,
ROTARACT SAMMELANA, AND MALENADU UTSAV IN
CHIKKAMAGALURU, AMONG OTHERS.

ALONGSIDE HIS MUSIC CAREER, NIKHIL HOLDS A MASTER OF
COMPUTER APPLICATIONS (MCA) DEGREE. HE SERVES AS A
LECTURER IN COMPUTER SCIENCE AND WORKS AS A SOFTWARE
ENGINEER AT EASY AYURVEDA, MANGALORE. IN 2016, HE
FOUNDED THE NA DHIN DHIN NA HINDUSTANI SCHOOL OF
TABLA, WHERE HE HAS TRAINED OVER 100 STUDENTS,
NURTURING THE NEXT GENERATION OF PERCUSSIONISTS. HE
ALSO ORGANIZES LAYAVATSARA, AN ANNUAL FESTIVALTHAT
ENCOURAGES AND PROMOTES BOTH EMERGING AND
ESTABLISHED ARTISTS



